Stat Attack

By Paul Smaith

Over the last couple of weeks | have received private questions about league high and low scores as
well as largest margins of victory, as | had to do the research to answer these | thought | would share my
findings with everyone.

As ever | have to preface my research and findings with the contents of the rider in red at the bottom of
this article. | also have to confirm the practices | have always adopted in classifying only some 1st XI
league games as eligible to be considered for team ‘league records’ status, these being games where
there were panel umpires present. With the enlarging of the league the possibility of complete mis-
matches of team’s respective strengths have been greatly increased, and | would not want the
enormous amount of work | have done over the years being degraded by say a team scoring 500 runs
against an opposition that had just eight players. | would not classify that as a league record. Also | do
not feel | want to have to judge what is and is not a ‘suitable’ game for record status game by game, so |
have adopted my rule of ‘panel umpired’ games only.

So in week 1 of this 2025 season, and what started off my questions, was Brondesbury 1s scoring 425-
5 from their 45 overs. In replying Southgate were bowled out for 111. This prompted questions as to
whether this was the largest winning margin in league history. My research shows that Brondesbury’s
win by 314 runs is the highest margin of victory by runs as it beats the 302 run victory that Hampstead
achieved in beating Kenton in 2024.

I can also confirm that Brondesbury’s 425 is the largest ‘qualifying’ team high score in my database.
The other scores of over 400 are below:

425-5 Brondesbury vs Southgate (2025)

423-7  Enfield vs Wembley (2016)

419-5 Bessborough vs Kensington & Chelsea (2022)

416-7 Hampstead vs Kenton (2024)

400-6  Harrow Town vs Kenton (2024) - in reply Kenton scored 393, so actually a pretty close finish!

It should not go unnoticed that all those scores have been scored in limited overs games, and that this
should not really be surprising. Some have exclaimed amazement that in time games, where some
teams could bat up to 66 overs, higher scores have not been achieved over the years. However
consider whether if you need to bowl the opposition out to win - one beauty of time cricket, why would a
team pile on way too many runs, taking up time they may need to bowl themselves to victory? As
declarations or closing an innings is not allowed in overs games, there is no ‘legal’ or honourable way to
cut short an innings, so runs continue to be piled on as there is nothing to lose.

For the record, there have been just three ‘non-qualifying’ but higher recorded scores in MCCL league
games:

467-2  Willow Leather 3s vs Winchmore Hill 6s (2023)
446-4  Harrow St Marys 2s vs Southgate 2s (2019)
434-8  Stallions vs Harrow Millenium (2023)

I think it goes with saying that scores are getting higher as the-standard-ef-ericketfalls as players get
better at scoring runs! | am sure you know what my opinion is - more mismatches equals poor cricket.

Now moving on to the week 3 result that probably caught everyone’s eye, including the Daily Telegraph
where on Monday 26th May 20025 it was deemed to be the top sporting story:
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North London 3s 426-6, Richmond 4s 2 all out, giving a margin of victory of 424 runs! | have to admit
when | was alerted to this result on Saturday night, | did have to call Richmond to make sure some joker
(from either team) had not just made a stupid mistake of entering the score, possibly after having one
too many celebratory drinks! | was informed that the score was right and that one of the runs was a
wide and the other was as a result of a dropped catch!

I have covered why Richmond 4s’ score is not the ‘league record’ low score, that would be the 29 all out
scored by both:

Wembley, against Teddington in 2002, and MTSSC, against Harrow Town in 2019.

As | have the data, but cannot fully attest to it’s accuracy, | can list the lowest league scores for
completed innings in my database are:

2 All Out Richmond 4s vs North London 3s - 2025

12 All Out  Hornsey 3s vs Wembley 3 - 2001

16 AllOu  Barnet 2s vs Edmonton 2s - 2006

16 All Out  Pinner Challengers 2s vs Headstone Manor 2s - 14t August 2021*
18 All Out  Perivale Phoenicians 4s vs Harrow 4s - 14t August 2021 *

18 All Out  MTSSC 3s vs Ealing 3s - 2021

* It must have been a particularly difficult batting day!

For the record, in ‘non-qualifying’ games there has never been a larger margin of victory, in fact there
have only ever been two margins greater than 350 runs:

378 runs Willow Leather 3s beat Winchmore Hill 6s (2023)
360 runs Friends United 3s vs Alexandra Park 4s (2024)
There have been 15 instances of a winning margin of victory being 300 or more runs.

One last statistic on the subject of large margins of victory, there have been 64 first XI games which
have been won by 10 wickets and a further 225 lower X games where a side has won by 10 wickets

Clearly it is impossible to compare whether a 10 wicket win is comparable with a wide margin of victory
in terms of runs. | am certainly not going to get into, in this article, what were the "biggest" 10 wicket
victories in league history. It is complicated, one could do that either as (a) the highest totals chased
without losing a wicket, or (b) the fastest 10 wicket wins in terms of overs used. But maybe that is
something for another article, now | have dusted off the series on league records.

I would like to remind all readers that the league’s database only contains statistical data which has been submitted
to the league since 2001. Please read my introductory piece for the necessary caveat about ‘league records.’

The league web site (www.middlesexccl.com) now allows any player’s complete playing history, as recorded in the
league’s database, to be seen, just by entering and selecting a name from the search box on the Player Stats page.
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